






GOVERNOR FEA 
Birhanzel sacrifices one year for Vietnam seryice 

R
iggs math 
teacher Tom 
Bi r h a nze l 

knows more about war 
than what students will 
learn in history books. He 
fought in one. 

In 1969, Tom Birhanzel was 
drafted into the Army during 
the Vietnam War. W hen 
Birhanzel realized he was go­
ing to war, he had mixed feel­
ings. He knew it was his duty 

to fight and wouldn't avoid the 
draft like some who fled to 
Canada. 

However, being drafted 
was bad timing. His wife, 
Candi, was only a few months 
from having their first baby, 
and Birhanzel was scared he 
might never see his child. 

"I knew I might be killed at 
war and never get to see my 
son," he said. "The first time I 
saw my son, he was already 
one year old. That was hard." 

Birhanzel was in Vietnam 

for one year, fighting at Bi 
Xuan Loe, which is northeast 
of Saigon. As a soldier, he am­
bushed trails, swept t�rough 
the jungles looking for enemy 
trails, and performed guard 
duty at small base camps. 

Vietnam was hard in so 
many ways. Birhanzel had to 
fight in 105-degree weather 
with the rotting stench of dead 
rats and cats mixed in with the 
stifling heat. Birhanzel said it 
was actually cooler to fight in 
the jungle but more dangerous. 

Being shot at was always 
something Birhanzel thought 
about. He came close to being 
shot once when he was setting 
up a search and destroy am­
bush trail. The machine gun 
operator and Birhanzel, the as­
sistant machine gun operator, 
walked through the jungle and 
two bullets flew by Birhanzel's 
barrel. 

Birhanzel was healthy 
throughout most of the war, 
except for a couple of in­
stances. Ammunition is 
shipped in wooden boxes with 
metal binding around it. 

Birhanzel was cleaning up the 
metal bindings and one was 
stuck in the mud. As he yanked 
on it, his finger tip was almost 
ripped oft He also had malaria 
for ten days. While he was sick, 
he had to take an ice-cold 
shower and sit in an air condi­
tioned room to lower his tem­
perature. 

"Many guys lost legs and 
arms. I was extremely lucky," 
he said. 

Birhanzel said the U.S. 
fought the Vietnam War differ­
ently than any other war. He 
was frustrated by how troops 
would fight for a piece of land, 
go up on a hill and then come 
back down the same hill and 
return to the same piece of 
land. 

"It was hard knowing that 
one of your friends lost his life 
for nothing," he said. 

Another hard part for 
Birhanzel was the year away 
from his family. Birhanzel said 
it was like jail-no escape. 

"I was constantly thinking 
what they [my family] were 
doing, especially while I was 

Schlekeway created fun for weary vets 

S 
ome soldiers' du 
ties left them 
drained and in 

need of someone to lift 
their spirits. Riggs math 
teacher Jerry Schlekeway 
helped do just that while 
working in Army Special 
Services during the Viet-

nam War. 
Schlekeway was unable to 

go into the frontline because of 
his poor eyesight. Instead, he 
worked escorting people to 
United States Overseas (USO) 
shows located in different 
bases throughout Korea. He 
also ran the recreational gym 
in Pusan, Korea, from Decem­
ber 1966 to January 1967. 

Schlekeway was drafted 
right out of college. He gradu­
ated on a Saturday and began 
basic training on the following 
Monday. Schlekeway was ner­
vous to go overseas but knew 

it had to be done. His parents 
were concerned about their son 
leaving but also accepted the 
idea. Schlekeway's older 
brother had previously gone to 
war, which prepared the fam­
ily for the reality of the draft. 

"Half of the men my age 
were drafted, so going to war 
was just accepted as what had 
to be done," he said. 

Schlekeway also worked in 
Rest and Recuperation Centers 
during the war. At these cen­
ters, the men took a break af­
ter having fought for two 
weeks by playing basketball 
and other games. 

Wartime experiences 
proved to shape the lives of 
people and who they would 
become. 

Some of Schlekeway's most 
memorable war experiences 
included escorting Pearl Bailey 
for five days and officiating a 
Korean/Japanese volleyball 
game during the World 

Games. 
"Officiating that particular 

volleyball game was very en­
joyable because both the Kore­
ans and the Japanese played 
hard and never questioned our 
calls," said Schlekeway. 

The emphasis when 
Schlekeway was in the service 
was mostly on keeping the war 
from reaching the United 
States by traveling to fight in 
someone else's land. Now, 
however, the present war on 
terrorism is on two fronts--one 
of those being the United 
States. Schlekeway feels the 
U.S. is doing a good job deal­
ing with the present world 
situation. 

"I think we need to continue 
what we're doing and be pa­
tient. However, attacks will 
eventually reappear some­
place, and we need to be ready 
for that," says Schlekeway. 

by BryAnn Becker 

on guard duty." 
Family members were con­

cerned with his safety. 
Birhanzel only wrote about the 
good things and never about 
what really went on. He once 
told his brother that if he was 
missing, he was dead. 

"If I were taken prisoner, I 
didn't want them wondering if 
I was dead or alive," Birhanzel 
said. 

Birhanzel is glad that he 
made it through the experience 
and now knows nothing will 
ever be that bad again. 

"You really find out how 
thick your buttons are," he 
said. 

Knowing what it's like, 
Birhanzel offers advice to stu­
dents now dealing with the 
war in Afghanistan. 

"Pay close attention to the 
news," he said. "Don't think 
someone else will do the fight­
ing. Even though it's half way 
around the world, it still will 
hit home." 

by Heather Mangan 

C 

WHAT HE DESERVES ... Indusfrial technology te, 
receives the Bronze Star and the Purple Heart. (p. 
Barnett) 
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Pierre-Mitchell rivalry: brings out best, worst in f�ns 

R
ivalries. In Pierre, 
the very word 
brings thoughts of 

hatred and bitterness towards 
the black and gold of the 
Mitchell Kernels. 

uThe best part about the night was seeing 

their faces at our hotel after we beat them on 

that last-second shot. "-Sara Tillman 

There are many reasons 
that has enhanced this rivalry. 
One main reason for this ri­
valry is Mike Miller. The now 

NBA Rookie of the Year used 
to play for the black and gold 
of Mitchell during his high 
school years. A combination of 
his stardom, our hatred for 
Mitchell, and the fact that we 
always played them tough, 
even if we didn't beat them, are 
big factors for many years of 
our rivalry. 

year 's Pierre-Mitchell state 
tournament game. "The best 
part about the whole night was 
seeing their faces at our hotel 
after we beat them on that last­
second shot." 

Rivalr.ies are as much a part 
of sports as sweat and hard 
work. They are as old as sports 
themselves and continue still 
today. Rivalries are almost es­
sential in sports in that they 
bring an added excitement to 
an already important game. 

Who is our most hated ri­
val? Ask anybody at T.F. Riggs 
and they will only say one 
other school-Mitchell. 

Whether it's Nebraska vs. 
Oklahoma, North Carolina vs. 
Duke, or the Yankees vs. the 
Red Sox, these games seem to 
bring out the best in individu­
als and their teams. 

These rivalries also bring 
out added motivation, an ex­
tra incentive, to win. It's almost 
as if the game played is the 
most important of the year. For 
some teams, their only goal for 
the whole year is just to beat 
their most hated rival. 

"Essentially, we take pride 
in beating Mitchell 'ESD 
style,"' said Kipp Stahl, junior. 
This theory seems to hold true 
for many reasons. 

So what makes this rivalry? 
What brings out the infamous 
Mitchell t-shirts, which are too 
inappropriate to say what is 
actually on them, and the re­
lentless chanting and booing? 
Is it blind hatred? (Meaning 
that we simply hate them be­
ca use our parents or older 
brothers and sisters did.) Or is 
it deeper? 

tion of both. Yes, part of this 
rivalry is instilled in us as 
youngsters and young adults 
by past students and older sib­
lings or friends, but another 
part comes from the actual ex­
perience of a game or activity 
versus the Kernels first hand. 

Although there is a passion­
ate rivalry now, it wasn't this 
bad years ago when our par­
en ts attended Pierre High 
School. 

"The rivalry wasn't as bad 
in years past. We always were 
rivals mostly because we were 
in the same district but it

wasn't like it is today," said 
sophomore basketball coach 
Dan Snyder, who is a graduate 
of Riggs. 

Another factor of this ri­
valry is what many people be­
lieve to be the overwhelming 
arrogance and cockiness of 
Mitchell players and fans. The 
attitude that they are better 
and more talented than any­
body else in the state (not just 
us) is childish and inappropri­
ate. 

So what is to become of this 
rivalry? Like so many other 
great rivalries in sports, it will 
most likely last for many gen­
erations. But this is not neces­
sarily a bad thing. Rivalries are 
good for all sports, including 
high school basketball. It gives 
otherwise normal games an ex­
tra something, an added di­
mension which adds to the fun 
and intensity of the game. 

What do students at Riggs 
think of this heated rivalry? 
Most comments you would re­
ceive if you ask them would be 
too explicit to write. But it is 
safe to say this rivalry still 
burns and will continue to do 
so for many years to come. 

Most likely, it is a combina-

Trautner: continued from p. 5 
hugging each other. the oranges up in the air America from the war 
People were throwing and as far as you could and we sailed in under 
things all over the ship. see,it seemed to be snow- the Golden Gate 
The horns of all the ing oranges. It was such 
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in mad celebration. The Remey headed 

Bridge. It was a great 
feeling to be back 
home. I couldn't be-

Earlier, a supply ship home a few weeks later lieve I was back in 
had stopped by and and every one of America and it took a 
dropped off huge Trautner 's shipmates while for it to sink in. I 
crates of California or- made it back safely. was filled with a sense 
anges for every ship. "One of the greatest of relief," Trautner said. 
Before I knew it, every memories I have is when 
one started to throw my ship returned to by Dakota Bixler 

FOUR OF AMERICA'S BEST. .. Phil Trautner, Jerry Schlekeway, Tom Birhanzel, and Pat Hoing 
were recognized for their service of their country during Thursday's ceremony. (photo by 
Mallori Barnett.) 

"[Mitchell's] fans were re­
ally mean to us [Pierre fans] 
before the game," said junior 
Sara Tillman, discussing last by Pat Anderson 

Martial arts teaches defense 
Nobody expects to be 

attacked when they are 
going about their daily 
business, and the vast 
majority of people will 
never be. Violent attacks 
can come without warn­
ing when a person least 
expects it. This is one of 
the many reasons why 
people in the Pierre com­
munity are involved in 
the martial arts. 

Different varieties of 
martial arts have been 
performed over many 
centuries, but the most 
common forms are Ka­
rate and Tae Kwon Do. 

Ju n i o rN i c o l e  
Ormesher explains that 
one of the best reasons 
for taking karate is the 
self-defense. 

"I used to watch my 
dad and brother during 
their combat karate 
classes when I was 
young. Ever since then I 
had wanted to follow 
their footsteps and re­
ceive a black belt just like 
them," said Ormesher 

In both Karate and Tae 
Kwon Do, students are 

"Tae Kwon Do is lots of 
fun. It teaches self-disci­
pline and confidence."­
Terry Peterson 

classified into levels by 
their color of belt, with 
each color representing a 
different rank. 

Riggs speech teacher 
Terry Peterson is a fourth 
degree black belt in Tae 
Kwon Do. He started Tae 
Kwon Do 14 years ago 
with his daughter and 
has continued ever since. 

Karate consists more 
of hand movements and 
punches, whereas Tae 
Kwon Do consists more 
of a variety of kicks 
which are usually higher 
than karate's. 

"Tae Kwon Do is lots 
of fun. It teaches self-dis­
cipline and confidence. A 
lot of people should 
know how to defend 
t h e m s e l v e s , " s a i d  
Peterson. 

Besides self-defense 
and exercise, martial art­
ists get to enjoy the ex-

citement of competing. 
"One thing I always 

looked forward to was 
the privilege of getting to 
travel to different compe­
titions," said former ka­
rate student junior Rob­
ert Sautner. 

Junior Pat Anderson is 
a second degree black 
belt and has been in Tae 
Kwon Do for ten years. 

"I started when I was 
five years old because 
my mother and older sib­
lings were in it. I also 
wanted to learn how to 
defend myself," he said. 

Anderson has been to 
manyTae Kwon Do com­
petitions and tourna­
ments where he gets the 
opportunity to spar, or 
fight, against other mar­
tial artists. 

Any form of martial 
arts is a great way to get 
in shape, learn self-disci­
pline and self-defense 
and most importantly, to 
have fun. 

by Tiffany Murtland 






